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Week of October 18, 2021
Upcoming Dates

October Canadian Islamic Heritage Month; 2SLGBTQ+ History Month
October 18 Virtual Curriculum Night
October 21 Wear Purple in Support of Spirit Day
November 19 PA Day

Dear VDPS Families,

It is hard to believe that we are already well into October!

You are invited to join us for a virtual Curriculum Night on Monday.  All homeroom teachers will be
emailing and/or sending a message through Edsby with specific login information for their
Google meet.

The teachers will be sharing their presentations twice to allow the most flexibility for families:
Session 1: 6:30 p.m.
Session 2: 7:15 p.m.

You must log in through your child’s GAPPS account to join the meet. A stable internet
connection is needed to join.

Once you join the meeting, please follow the meeting guidelines below:
● Please keep your audio on mute so all participants can hear
● Please turn your camera off

Please be aware that during the Curriculum Night you must refrain from:
● recording any aspect of a the meeting (including pictures, voices or video) using

internal or external recording devices;
● taking photos or screenshots of anything other than when given explicit

permission or direction by the teacher to do so (e.g., a visual used for instructional
purposes that won’t be reposted later).

● distributing/posting any recorded, copied or distributed materials in any way,
including to all social media platforms; and

● editing or manipulating materials in any way.

Here are step-by-step instructions for logging into the Google Meet from a computer or
chromebook. If you are using a mobile device, use the Google Meet guide for mobile devices. You
will be using your child’s YRDSB Gapps login.

We hope that you will be able to join us!

Your partners in education,

Tamar Swerling Jacqueline Stone
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Ewje3NJ5TgTXGRak_7567_HCVE2MCY7Qf4_JzX8klQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Step-by-Step Instructions to Access the Curriculum Night Google Meets
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Spirit Day - October 21
October 21 is Spirit Day , a day started in 2010 by Brittany McMillan, a Canadian
teenager. Brittany created the event after learning about youth who lost their
lives to suicide after experiencing bullying related to actual or perceived sexual
orientation, gender identity and expression identities. It has become an annual
event in October when millions of North Americans wear purple to show their
support for 2SLGBTQ+ youth and to take a stand against bullying.
Students, schools, organizations, corporations, media professionals, celebrities
and parents wear purple to send a message that 2SLGBTQ+ youth are to be
celebrated and respected for who they are.  The purple stripe on the pride flag
represents spirit, giving this day its name.

School Photo Day
In adherence to Covid-19 guidelines, visitors are not currently permitted in YRDSB
schools. This includes school photographers.  We will keep you posted if new
guidance is provided.

COVID-19 School & Child Care Screening Tool Update
Effective Monday, October 18, 2021, York Region Public Health will require students
and staff members to use the provincial COVID-19 school and child care
screening tool. Students, parents and guardians will still be able to access the
link to the tool through the York Region Staying Safe at School webpage

Please see this message from York Region Public Health which contains
important screening and testing updates.

Dress for the Weather
Our goal is to have students outside everyday for recess. We will even stay out if
it is drizzling. Please dress your child for the weather including sending them with
a rain jacket, warm options and appropriate footwear.
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Triple P Parenting Seminar
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A Walk Through Our Halls
Students are engaged in meaning learning every day.  We miss seeing families in our building, so we
thought you’d enjoy a “walk through our halls” to see some of the great things we see each day!
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Threat-Risk Assessment Protocol: Fair Notice and Process
Threat-Risk Assessment and Intervention
Schools continue to be among the safest places in our community. The well-being and safety of
members of the school community are a shared responsibility. This includes preventing and
responding to the risk of violence.
Our Threat-Risk Assessment Protocol was developed with community partners to respond to
behaviours, including actions, statements and other indicators that suggest that a student may be
“at risk” of harming others.  To keep school communities safe and provide support to everyone,
staff, parents/guardians, students, and community members must report all threatening situations to
the school administrator or police as soon as possible. Note – other procedures and protocols are in
place to deal with threats from adults in the school community.

What is the purpose of the Threat-Risk Assessment Protocol?

·          Ensure the safety of students, staff, parents/guardians, and other members of the
school community

·          Ensure an effective and timely response when there is a threatening situation
·          Understand the factors that contribute to a threatening situation
·          Assist in the development of an intervention plan
·          Promote the emotional and physical safety of everyone involved

What is a threatening situation?
A threatening situation is defined as an indication of impending harm or violent acts against
someone or something. Threats may be implied, verbal, written, drawn, posted on the internet, sent
electronically or by information technology of any type, made by gesture or reasonably inferred from
the surrounding circumstances of events. Threats may be direct, indirect, conditional or veiled.

What behaviours activate the Threat-Risk Assessment Protocol?
The protocol will be initiated when behaviours include, but are not limited to:

●     Serious violence with intent to harm or kill
●     Verbal/written threats of serious violence to harm or kill others (clear, direct and
plausible)
●     Use of technology to communicate threats to harm/kill others
●     Possession of weapons (including replicas)
●     Bomb threats (making and/or detonating explosive devices)
●     Fire setting
●     Sexual assault
●     Criminal Harassment
●     Gang-related occurrences

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca


Ph: (905) 585-0033 & (647) 749-4316 Email: viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
Twitter: @ViolaDesmondYR

What happens when a threatening situation is reported?
All threatening behaviours by a student shall be reported to the principal who will activate the
Threat-Risk Assessment protocol.

Once a threatening situation has been reported to a school administrator, interviews will be
conducted.  These interviews may include students, staff, family members and/or others as
appropriate.  This will be done to determine the level of risk, and develop an effective and timely
response to the incident. After the immediate safety risk has been addressed, support and
intervention plans will be developed with input from parents/guardians.

Who is a member of a Threat-Risk Assessment team?

Each school will have staff trained in the Threat-Risk Assessment protocol. A multi-disciplinary
Threat-Risk Assessment team will assess the situation and support the development of an
intervention plan. The team includes a School Administrator, a School Social Worker and/or a
Psychological Services staff member, a York Regional Police officer, and appropriate members of
the student’s circle of care.

Is parental/guardian or student consent required?

Consent is not required to respond to an emergency situation. When there is a risk that someone
may be harmed, it is important that the incident be addressed as quickly and effectively as possible.

Fair Notice
Please consider this as “fair notice” to all members of the school community that any report of a
threatening situation will be investigated. The Threat-Risk Assessment protocol is part of our
strategy to create a safe, secure and supportive school environment for everyone.

YRDSB Student Suicide Intervention Protocol Fair Notice

York Region District School Board is committed to student well-being and mental health.
YRDSB has developed a Student Suicide Intervention Protocol to help keep students safe
in the event of suicidal thoughts or actions.  Youth suicide is a complex,
emotionally-charged and sadly real problem in Canada. It is the second leading cause
of death amongst young people. It’s important to recognize that those who struggle with
mental health have personal strength and resilience and the potential to overcome
difficulties to ultimately thrive.
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The YRDSB Student Suicide Intervention Protocol is designed to address the six steps
involved when responding to current and present thoughts of suicide, as well as actions
related to suicide. In addition, the Protocol is governed by a set of guiding principles
which are underpinned by a culturally responsive and reflective practice.

Suicide is not culturally neutral.  Our cultural and ethnic backgrounds will inform how
each of us understands suicide. To see all the guiding principles, see the Student Suicide
Intervention Protocol on the Board website, or request a copy through the school office.

Given the urgent need to help keep students safe from suicide, each school has access
to Board staff trained in suicide intervention. In the urgent situation of suicide
intervention, staff trained in suicide intervention do not require parental / guardian
consent to intervene.  However, we do make every effort to contact parents/ guardians
to apprise you of your child’s situation and the assistance provided.  Parents/guardians
are an integral part of keeping their children safe. In the event that the intervention
protocol is used, a record of the intervention will be shared with you (student consent to
share information is required for those over the age of 18 years) and a copy will be
created and stored in a private and confidential on-line records management system.
In accordance with privacy and health records legislation, a copy will be retained for
one year plus a day following the intervention.  As per the protocol parental/guardian
(student if 18 or over) consent will be sought to share the intervention plan with those
members identified in the record. If you have any questions about the Student Suicide
Intervention Protocol please contact your school principal.
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